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land. From them some poor guy was always being ex-
cluded. The Daughters of the American Revolution
denied to Hazel Scott, a top-ranking artist, the use of
a concert hall for no other reason than that she was
a Negro.
There was something horribly similar between the
Brahmin's attitude to the untouchable and that of the
American white to the Negro and the Jew.
In India the Brahmin wore his caste marks on his
forehead because it was the only way he could assert
his superiority. While he had once been responsible for
preserving the ancient culture of the land, today in a
casteless society he was afraid of being swept away. In
a race for the survival of the fittest he would not survive.
"The Brahmins" of America tried to assert their su-
periority by putting their names into a book called the
Social Register, because, in spite of the superiority they
alleged, they feared the encroachment of the Negro
and the Jew.
But how long could caste, whether tattooed on the
forehead or registered in a book, maintain itself? How
long would it be possible for the Brahmins of India
to btthe each time they touched a man from a lower
caste and how long would an effete class in America
continue to segregate itself in the face of the rise of
the common man all over the world and the gradual
breaking down of the tottering fortresses of caste in
this war?
The history of the world proves that birth without
backbone does not long survive. Within a quarter of a
century the counts and barons of St* Petersburg who
formed the ancient nobility of Gzarist Russia were seen
driving taxis in the streets of New York and Paris. Their
women who once spent their days pouring tea out of